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THE READING TABLE
GUIDING PRINCIPLES IN
PRONUNCIATION
A Guide to Pronunciation. By Paul W. Carhart. Rewritten by John S. Kenyon. From
Webster's New International Dictionary, Second Edition. Springfield, Mass.: G. & C. Merriam Co. 1934. 58 pp. Paper covers, $1 ;
Buckram, $1.50.
The preliminary pages of the unabridged
Webster, although generally ignored in
hasty consultation of the dictionary, probably contain our most authoritative condensed study of English sounds and the
principles of usage governing them. Especially valuable to teachers and students of
speech, this guide is now for the first time
available in a separate binding. Since its
separate accessibility will contribute to a
longer life for the expensive unabridged,
librarians will no doubt give it a generous
welcome.
Professor Kenyon has revised the entire
guide. Present English pronunciation, he
asserts, is in a transitional stage, being no
more final than it was in Shakespeare's day
(§1, p. xxiv). He points out the divergence of pronunciation from ordinary spelling, and discounts the notion that when we
pronounce a word we are pronouncing
letters. He reminds us that speech is primary, that reading and writing are secondary.
The author is guided by facts rather than
by academic theories of "correctness,"—a
term he regards as highly flexible. "It is
perhaps as accurate a definition as can be
made to say that a pronunciation is correct
when it is in actual use by a sufficient number of cultivated speakers. This is obviously elastic. . . " (§5, p. xxvi).
"The standard of English pronunciation,
then, so far as a standard may be said to
exist, is the usage that now prevails among
the educated and cultured people to whom
the language is vernacular; but . . . since
somewhat different pronunciations are used
by the cultivated in different regions too
large to be ignored, we must frankly admit
the fact that, at present, uniformity of pro ■
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nunciation is not to be found throughout
the English-speaking world, though there
is a very large percentage of practical
uniformity." (§6, p. xxvi).
"In America three main types of cultivated speech are distinguishable : (1) The
Eastern type, spoken along the east coast of
New England and Canada, and largely in
New York City; (2) the Southern, spoken
in the south and southeast of the United
States; (3) the variously named Western,
Midwestern, or General American, spoken
in the remaining parts of the United States
and Canada. " (§4, p. xxvi).
Precisionists who view with alarm the
introduction of vigorous and colorful language into the printed word will shudder
once more to find that Dr. Kenyon thus
supports colloquial English: "It is unfortunate that with some the term colloquial
has somewhat fallen into disrepute, the impression having gained ground that a word
marked 'Colloquial' in a dictionary or similar work, is thereby condemned as not in
the best use. . . In this dictionary the
marking 'Colloq.' means that the word or
pronunciation so marked is characteristic
of conversation and not usually found in
literary or formal style." (§8, p. xxvi).
Of course the comment on the pronunciation of individual words, as it appears in
this Guide to Pronunciation, is such as to
illustrate general principles, but it supplements and clarifies the categorical advice
found in the body of the dictionary.
Approximately twenty pages are given to
a tabulation of words differently pronounced by different authorities. Other valuable
sections deal with spelling, with syllabication, and with methods of pronunciation of
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, French, German,
Spanish, and Italian.
C. T. L.
TWO TEXTBOOKS IN PSYCHOLOGY
Psychology. By Glenn DeVere Higginson. New
York: The Macmillan Company. 1936. Pp. 646.
$2.90.
Elements of Psychology. By Knight Dunlap.
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St. Louis: The C. V. Mosby Company. 1936.
Pp. 499. $3.00.
Two more psychologies, when some
teachers were praying for a lull in textbook
writing! And neither destined for a reading public, it would seem. Both books are
well illustrated, carefully prepared, and well
printed. In the matter of content both give
a surprisingly large amount of space to sensation, perception, and the nervous system.
Yet both, in keeping with newer trends, deal
with the problems of learning, individual
differences, and personality, although the
content of the two books on these kindred
topics bears very little similarity. Higginson treats motive, emotion, and instinct in
considerable detail, whereas Dunlap omits
them.
Higginson approaches psychology functionally and has built his book around the
investigations of a very large number of
workers. He deals with the Gestalt point of
view gingerly. His illustrations and discussions of the applications of psychology
make the textbook quite readable. Some
materials are included that make the book
suggestive and helpful for the prospective
teacher.
Dunlap is closer to the older existential or
structural point of view although like the
behaviorists he depends on "observable"
phenomena for his conclusions, and stresses
the place of stimulus and response. He
ignores the Gestalt viewpoint, and reads
Freudianism out of court. He develops a
considerable number of new points in his
emphasis on using terms to describe the
facts as they exist. He makes no place for
experiment in elementary psychology, has
very brief bibliographies, and states that he
writes for the better-than-average undergraduate. The reviewer feels that Dunlap
out of his long experience as a careful laboratory worker and writer has really prepared a book for reference only and more
especially for the teacher and advanced
student of psychology rather than the begin-
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ning student, who would certainly find his
interest lagging in such a technical handling
of the subject.
Interestingly enough, both treatments
seem to be in sympathy with the newer
organismic concept although neither avows
it or mentions it. At this time when psychology needs painstaking, careful workmanship in writing as well as in investigation, there is room for such widely differing
surveys as these books represent.
W. J. G.
The New Immoralities. By Porter Sargent.
Boston, Mass.: Privately published. 1935. 190
pp. $2.00.
A refreshing little book that should make
any one who reads it readjust his thinking
and reassemble his arguments for many of
his beliefs. The author believes we have
been fettered for generations by old and
meaningless codes of ethics, and writes to
break these fetters and shock people into
doing a little thinking for themselves.
The reviewer cannot agree with many of
the conclusions of the author, who deals in
epigrams and frequently sacrifices both
truth and logic for a good epigram. Again
he frequently misinterprets familiar statements of moral principles for the sake of
breaking shackles that do not exist. Like so
many other writers who inveigh against
dogmatism, he becomes supremely dogmatic in the process.
But in spite of the above criticisms the
book is interesting and thought-provoking
and well worth reading. You will admire
parts of it, be bored with the inanity of
parts of it, and shocked at the untruths, of
which there are many—but you will enjoy
it.
C. P. Shorts
Family Behavior. A Study of Human Relations. By Bess V. Cunningham. Philadelphia:
W. B. Saunders Company. 1936. Cloth $2.75.
This new textbook for use in college
courses on The Family is an impersonal and
unbiased consideration of human behavior
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within the family group, and in the community at large. Scientific and convincing
discussions of the importance of the family
as a social unit, racial and cultural differences among families of the same community, necessary personal adjustments in
family living, and the role of the family in
the integration of personality, are included
in the subject matter of the book. The
mental-hygiene aspect of personality development and family behavior is particularly well handled as is the subject of effective education for marriage and parenthood. The author's aim is to encourage on
the part of the student a "questioning attitude toward family problems, that they
may in time contribute to a workable philosophy of family life."
A. R. R.
Everyday Problems in Economics. By Cornelius
C. Janzen and Orlando Stephenson. New
York: Silver, Burdett and Company. 1935.
Pp. 158. 68 cents.
This workbook should prove valuable in
courses in economics in high school. It is
especially well fiitted for use with Everyday Economics by the same authors, but is
usable with any of several other texts. It
contains an ample variety of exercises and
is designed to aid the student in acquiring
an understanding of economic conditions
and to evaluate proposals for economic
changes. A valuable feature is a wellselected, up-to-date bibliography for the
high school student of economics.
O. F. F.
The Poet's Craft. Verses selected by Helen
Fern Daringer and Anne Thuxter Eaton. Illustrated by Helene Carter, Yonkers-on-Hudson, N. Y.; World Book Co. 1935. 338 pp.
$1.28.
This book is planned to "develop in boys
and girls a real appreciation and enthusiasm
for poetry." Appealing especially to young
people of secondary school age, the poems
are grouped according to verse craft, such
as rhythm, meter, patterns and stanza,
word music. Before each poem is a com-
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ment which suggests a way to get the best
effect from the poem. A particularly interesting section is the one which includes
poems written by children. Some possible
subjects and first lines for poems are given
to encourage pupils to write poetry. A large
proportion of poems by contemporary
writers is included, and the poems by older
writers are those that are not usually found
in anthologies.
Dorothy Beach
An Introduction to Poetry. Revised Edition.
By Jay B. Hubbell and John O, Beaty. New
York: Macmillan Co. 1936. 617 pp. $2.75.
The aim of this book is to train the student to "travel by himself from the point
where his introductory course in poetry has
left him." The book contains a great amount
of contemporary poetry by American and
British authors, along with discussions of
their metrical schemes and types. A thorough study is made of the background and
development of poetry. Two new chapters
have been added in this edition: Passages
for Scansion and Poems for Criticism,
which will stimulate the student to a closer
analysis of the content of poems; and The
Further Study of Poetry, which will suggest
to him some of the sources to which poets
owe many of their ideas and allusions.
Linda Barnes
Reading for Writing. By J. T. Frederick and
L. L. Ward. New York: F. S. Crofts & Co.
1935. 327 pp.
The authors contend it is only through
association with good literature that one is
able to grow in the ability to express himself. Well-written selections are therefore
offered for study, followed by exercises.
First the pupil must grasp the essential
meaning of each selection, then he must observe the structure and form. The student
also obtains suggestions to help him in his
own habits of writing.
The book is organized in six general sections : "Informational Writing," "Reading
and Writing," "Ideas and Opinions," "Preferences and Prejudices," "Experience,"
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and "Sketch and Story." After each group
of selections are two exercises: suggestions
for study and suggestions for writing.
Sue Belle Sale
Better Themes. By Percy Marks. Revised
Edition. New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co.
1936. 407 pp. $1.23.
For such a broad subject, the material in
a book of this kind is severely limited; however, the author has performed a masterly
job in teaching one to write simple, clear,
correct English. The author is not working alone; his publishers point out that users
of the book through their proffered comments are with him.
In addition to the outstanding essentials
of rhetoric, there are sections on the use of
the dictionary, on oral composition, on the
short story, on learning to read, and on
writing book reviews.
Mary Porter
The Modern Writer's Art. By Theodore J.
Gates and Robert E. Galbraith. New York:
Thomas Nelson and Sons. 1936. 222 pp. $1.63.
A collection of essays dealing with the
techniques of creative writing and a very
appropriate text for undergraduates in advanced composition. The editors have
shown sagacity in the choice of authors
and works included in this text. These essays are brief and comprehensive.
M. Craft
Five Hundred Books for College Men and
Women. Selected and arranged by Clarence
DeWitt Thorpe, Carlton F. Wells, and Theodore Hornberger. Ann Arbor Michigan;
George Wahr. 1935. 30 pp.
A book list in use at the University of
Michigan, presenting under thirteen general
heads like Fiction, Travel, Science, and the
like, "what is representative and readable
as well as what is traditionally important."
It furthermore specifies which volumes
may be obtained in inexpensive series like
the Everyman, Loeb's Classical Library, the
Riverside Library, World's Classics, etc.
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NEWS OF THE COLLEGE
Frances Wells, Suffolk, retiring student
government president, was crowned the
seventeenth Queen of the May at the annual
May Day program held Saturday, May 2.
The ceremony took place on the quadrangle
after the queen, crossing the length of campus, ascended Wilson steps for the coronation. She was preceded by Elizabeth Gilley, Axton, maid-of-honor; Betty Hodges,
Chatham, crownbearer; and twelve ladies
of the court: Annie Glenn Darden, Holland ; Virginia Elaine, Clifton Forge; Melva
Burnette, Leesburg; Marjorie Fulton, Gate
City; Mary B. Cox, Independence; Bertha
Jenkins, Waynesboro; Martha Way, Kenova, West Virginia; Margaret Hottle,
Manassas; Katherine Beale, Holland; Ann
Kellam, Wierwood; Sylvia Kamsky, Richmond; and Gene Averett, Lynchburg.
Approximately 350 students, the largest
number ever to participate in the May Day
festivities, carried out the day's program
which began early Saturday morning. Activities included May songs by the Glee
Club, dancing on the green, and the afternoon pageant.
Plans and arrangements for May Day
were this year in the hands of Sylvia
Kamsky, director; Martha Wratney, business manager; Miss Helen Marbut, faculty
director; Miss Dorothy Savage, faculty assistant; Lois Sloop, program; Janie Miner,
head usher; Marion Townsend, stage set;
Miriam Rosenkrans, costumes; Miss Edna
T. Shaeffer, director of Glee Club; Nancy
Dorwin, Flo Heins, Virginia Blaine, dance
committee chairmen.
The Virginia Association of International
Relations Clubs will be entertained on the
H. T. C. campus next spring, it has just
been announced. Louise Faulconer, Unionville, was chosen president of the state
organization and Agnes Bargh, Cape
Charles, treasurer. Agnes Bargh is now
treasurer of the local IRC; Louise Faulconer is vice-president of the Y. W. C. A.

